
Sermon Series:
We launched a new series! For the next 13 weeks, we are going to unpack the parables of Jesus,
investigating the parables from the Gospel of Matthew and Luke.

Last week, Jeff defined a parable as a story that explains our reality giving a new or greater
understanding of the world around us. Specifically, concerning God and our relationship with God. Key
to parables is their depth and layers, they are stories that come alongside our own circumstances. 
 

As we go through this series remember Jeff’s 4 steps to consider: 1. What is the context in which the
parable is told? 2. What are the indispensable plot elements? 3. What was the meaning at that moment,
in that setting? 4. How does that meaning adapt to our cultural setting today?

The purpose of this sermon series is to draw us in, pique our curiosity, and sit with Jesus. You are
invited to pull up a chair ask questions, be confused, wonder, and listen to the parable of Jesus. 

Message Focus:
Justified
The Passages: Luke 18:9-14

The Framework Breakdown: 

1.) In v.9 we read the parable is directed at “some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt.” Have you ever thought or said, “but at least I am not like THEM,” or “we are not
like THAT church.” Who should we compare ourselves with or to… or should we compare ourselves at all? What
are the pitfalls of comparison? What does contempt mean? Should we have contempt, why or why not? How do
we keep ourselves and our church from falling into a trap of comparison and/or contempt? 

2.) Would agree that the purpose of the tax collector’s prayer is repentance, why or why not? Why is repentance
significant in the life of a Christian? Who should participate in repentance, and why? When was the last time
you took the posture of the tax collector and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” What happens through the
process of repentance?  
 
3.) How do we maintain a posture of repentance w/out losing our identity in Jesus (we are heirs, not sinners)?
Then, how do we guard against the trap of arrogance like the Pharisee? For example, if you read this tax
collector’s prayer and thought, “Thank you, Jesus, I am not like the Pharisee.” How is that response different
from the Pharisee, who said, “I thank you that I am not like: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or like this tax
collector.”?
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Week 6: Justified


