
Sermon Series:
We launched a new series! For the next 13 weeks, we are going to unpack the parables of Jesus,
investigating the parables from the Gospel of Matthew and Luke.

Last week, Jeff defined a parable as a story that explains our reality giving a new or greater
understanding of the world around us. Specifically, concerning God and our relationship with God. Key
to parables is their depth and layers, they are stories that come alongside our own circumstances. 
 

As we go through this series remember Jeff’s 4 steps to consider: 1. What is the context in which the
parable is told? 2. What are the indispensable plot elements? 3. What was the meaning at that moment,
in that setting? 4. How does that meaning adapt to our cultural setting today?

The purpose of this sermon series is to draw us in, pique our curiosity, and sit with Jesus. You are
invited to pull up a chair ask questions, be confused, wonder, and listen to the parable of Jesus. 

Message Focus:
The Love of Money & Reality of Hell
The Passages: Luke 16:13,19-31

The Framework Breakdown: 

1.) Read through the parable again, and look for ways the first part of the story mirrors the second part, how are
the roles switched? According to the parable why did the rich person end up in “Hades” and why did the poor
person end up with Abraham? Based on these two parables, what are they being judged for? In what ways might
the parable of the rich man and Lazarus reflect the parable of the sheep and goats found in Mat. 25:31-46?

2.) Reread v. 30 - 31, why does the rich man think Lazarus’ return from the dead will change his brother's
hearts? What kind of evidence do people ask for today to trust Jesus? Why do people often seek the miraculous
or the extraordinary as necessary evidence? Does it work, why or why not? How does v. 31 foreshadow the life
of Jesus and the response? Has much changed in the relationship between evidence and trust for people from
2000 years ago to today, what or what hasn’t changed? What evidence is necessary for us to trust and obey
Jesus?

3.) What is generosity? What is charity? Are these Christian virtues, why or why not? Who should receive them,
and why? Do you identify with the rich man or Lazarus? Why is money such an issue for people? Why does it
seem so significant to God? In what ways can we extend generosity and charity to others in our community?
How does a person or church become generous or charitable?
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Week 4: The Love of Money & Reality of Hell


